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AP United States History  Course Outline			

Instructor: Mrs. S. Billingsley 
Contact Information: sbillingsley@aacps.org
			(410) 956-5600 (x239)
Class information may be accessed on my page on the school website: 
http://southriverhigh.org/teachers/social-studies/mrs-billingsley/

AP U.S. History is a challenging course that is meant to be the equivalent of a freshman college course and can earn students college credit. It is a two-semester survey of American history from the age of exploration and discovery to the present. Solid reading and writing skills, along with a willingness to devote considerable time to homework and study, are necessary to succeed. Emphasis is placed on critical and evaluative thinking skills, essay writing, interpretation of original documents, and historiography. This course has several purposes. First and foremost, students will learn U.S. history and government. The course is also intended to prepare students to take the AP U.S. History Exam.

Course Objectives:
Students will:
· Master a broad body of historical knowledge
· Demonstrate an understanding of historical chronology
· Use historical data to support an argument or position
· Differentiate between historiographical schools of thought
· Interpret and apply data from original documents, including cartoons, graphs, letters, etc.
· Effectively use analytical skills of evaluation, cause and effect, compare and contrast
· Work effectively with others to produce products and solve problems
· Prepare for and successfully pass the AP U.S. History Exam

Course Text:
American History, A Survey 12th edition
Alan Brinkley

Organization:
Assignment sheets will be provided for every unit. Daily reading assignments and discussion questions will be included. Quiz and test dates will be noted. Students are responsible for keeping up with reading assignments and being aware of, and ready for, quizzes and tests. Class will be a combination of lecture, group work, coverage of discussion questions, and answering student questions. Periodically, student essays, reports, or presentations will be required. All essays will be scored according to the 9-point rubric included in the syllabus. Tests will be a combination of objective and essay questions. Discussion questions are meant to direct students to the major themes of the units of study.
Grade Categories:
Assessments @ 85%
· Summative (Unit Tests) = 40%
· Essay = 25%
· Classwork = 20%
Homework    @ 15%

*There is a re-do policy for all major summative assessments (Unit Tests only). Students have 2 weeks from the date the tests are returned to take advantage of the re-do.*

Exams: There are three types of questions given on the AP Exam. These are multiple-choice, free response essays(FRQs), and document-based questions(DBQs). Tests will be rigorous as they are intended to challenge the student at the Advanced Placement level. Moreover, tests are designed to give students frequent experience with the types of multiple choice questions, FRQs and DBQs that will appear on the AP exam. Frequent exams also insure that students read the textbook and supplementary readings, consistently check for understanding, and take copious notes that are thorough and well organized. Students will be tested every week on their homework.

Homework Policy:
· Chapter assignments and readings are due on the date assigned. Homework will be due every Tues. and Weds. Depending on whether you have the class on “A” day or “B” day. Late homework will be accepted on Th/Fri of the week it is due, but will drop one letter grade.
· For excused absences, assignments are due the day the student returns to class unless prior arrangements have been made for emergencies.
· Students are expected to keep a well-organized notebook of all course-related materials (syllabus, lecture notes, study guides, homework, quizzes, exams, handouts, etc.). Dividers for each unit are recommended, but not required.
· Missed exams: Students who are absent legitimately on a day a test is given must make an appointment to make up the test within a week preferably after school. The instructor reserves the right to use a substitute test for make-up.

Participation: Students are expected to contribute in class discussions and effectively participate in class activities. Many of the class activities will be student interactive. In order to gain greater understanding of the material in class, student preparation and participation is critical. Students who are “on the border” between grades at the semester may be given the higher grade if their overall participation has been commendable.

Class Rules and Expectations
1. Come to class prepared-all assignments are complete and ready for discussion.
2. Respect the rights of others-Only one person talks while everyone else listens. Students should feel safe to exchange ideas. Academic courtesy should always prevail.
3. Tardies and truancies are unacceptable and will be handled according to school policy.
4. Academic Integrity is expected of all students in all situations involving this course. Cheating is defined as copying work that is not yours and/or giving your work to other students in order to allow them to copy. Both parties will receive a 0 and be referred to their administrator.
5. Most importantly, stay positive! Although this course is challenging, APUSH students have succeeded well above the national average over the past decade. You must believe in yourself and be willing to accept a few setbacks along the way in order to grow as a young scholar of history. If you do have trouble, please talk to Mrs. Billingsley. I can only help if I know what is going on. You can do it!!


Course Outline

Unit 1 (Ch. 1-4): The Colonial Era 1500-1763
Unit 2 (Ch. 5): The American Revolution 1763-1787
Unit 3 (Ch. 6-8): Early National Period 1787-1824
Unit 4 (Ch. 9-12): Jacksonian Era and Westward Expansion 1824-1850
Unit 5 (Ch. 13): Sectional Conflict and the Causes of the Civil War 1850-1860
Unit 6 (Ch. 14-15): Civil War and Reconstruction 1860-1877
Unit 7 (Ch. 16): The West
Unit 8 (Ch. 17-20): Industrialization, Immigration, Urbanization, Imperialism
Unit 9 (Ch. 21-23): Progressive Era and World War I
Unit 10 (Ch. 24): 1920s
Unit 11 (Ch. 25-26): 1930s: The Great Depression and the New Deal
Unit 12 (Ch. 27-28): Global Crisis and World War II 1921-1945
Unit 13 (Ch. 29-30): Cold War and Post WWII America 1945-1960
Unit 14 (Ch. 31-part of 32): 1960s (JFK, LBJ, Civil Rights, Vietnam)
Unit 15 (Ch. 32-33): 1970s and 1980s (Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan)

Test 1: Units 1&2
Test 2: Unit 3
Test 3: Unit 4
Test 4: Unit 5&6
Test 5: Units 7&8
Test 6: Unit 9
Test 7: Units 10, 11, 12
For Ch. 29-33: either 1 Final test or 2 tests (Foreign and Domestic)

** In order to have enough time to review before the AP exam in the first week of May, we must complete one chapter each week.**
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