Unit 3 Homework #4
Chapter 8: The Spread of Islam and its Impact on African Societies (p. 175 – 185)

Directions:  In order to follow the Cornell Method, use the Chapter Questions as the “big picture ideas” on the left side of the paper to organize your information. The terms should be indicated in your answers to these questions on the right side. Please highlight these terms.  Don't forget to include the dates for events.


1. Read over the “Stateless Societies” and “Common elements in African societies” on page 175. What do the author’s describe as the “common elements” in African societies? (Terms to include: stateless societies, Bantu, animism)

2. Describe the independent Christian kingdoms that spread into Nubia and Ethiopia. (Terms: Copts, Lalibela)

3. What were the Sudanic States and how were they organized? 

4. Briefly describe the empire of Mali as a model of an Islamicized Sudanic kingdom. (Terms: juula, Sundiata, griots, Mansa Musa, Jenne, Timbuktu)

5. How did Islam and the beliefs of indigenous societies fuse among African people of the Sudanic States?

6. How were the askias of Songhay similar to or different from the rulers of Mali? (Terms: Sunni Ali, askia, Muhammad the Great)

7. Describe the nature of the Islamization of East Africa (Swahili Coast).  (Terms: Swahili, Kilwa, Sofala, class-based nature of Islamization)
