As you read:
1. Create a Multi-Flow Map that shows the causes and effects of the growth of the Middle Class
2. Create a Tree Map that shows the influences from each area on the Renaissance
a. Greek Civilization
b. Roman Civilization
c. Han China
d. Islam

The Renaissance
From http://www.learner.org/interactives/renaissance/middleages.html

Out of the  Middle Ages
In the feudal structure of the Middle Ages, the nobles who lived in the country provided the king with protection in exchange for land. Peasants worked the land for the nobles, for which they received protection and their own small parcels of land. These rural peasants worked from sunup to sundown, but even the nobles had few creature comforts. In feudal cities, where there was a small middle-class population, life was a little easier and individuals had the freedom to pursue whatever trade or industry they liked. In the late Middle Ages, when the threat of invasion from barbarians had lessened, people left the country for towns and cities so they could engage in more profitable pursuits.
 The Plague Begins 
Life in the city was soon to change drastically. During the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance (1350-1450) the bubonic plague, also called the "Black Death," devastated one half of the population of Europe. The plague, which was almost always fatal, spread most rapidly in cities, where people were in close contact with each other. The only way to avoid the disease was to leave the city for the country. This solution was, unfortunately, available only to those wealthy enough to make the trip.
The Plague's Effect on the Economy 
The population decrease caused by the plague led to an economic depression. Merchants and tradespeople had fewer people to whom they could sell their wares. Products therefore accumulated, and the merchants and traders suffered a loss in income. Economic hardship spread throughout the community as those who dealt with the merchants--bankers, suppliers, and shippers--also lost revenue.
As incidence of the plague decreased in the late fifteenth century, populations swelled, creating a new demand for goods and services. A new middle class began to emerge as bankers, merchants, and tradespeople once again had a market for their goods and services.


The New Middle Class
As the fortunes of merchants, bankers, and tradespeople improved, they had more than enough money to meet their basic needs for food, clothing, and shelter. They began to desire larger, more luxurious homes, fine art for these residences, sumptuous clothing to show off their wealth in public, and exotic delicacies to eat. These desires of the middle class stimulated the economy.
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	From The Western Tradition series.


The middle-class population also had leisure time to spend on education and entertainment. In fact, education was essential for many middle-class professions. Bankers and accountants needed to understand arithmetic. Those trading with other countries needed a knowledge of foreign currencies and languages. Reading was essential for anyone who needed to understand a contract. In their leisure time, middle-class men and women enjoyed such pastimes as reading for pleasure, learning to play musical instruments, and studying a variety of topics unrelated to their businesses.
The Resurgence of the City
Many Italian coastal cities became centers for trade and commerce, and for the wealth and education that ensued. One of the cities that exemplified these new trends was Florence. Unlike several other important cities of Italy that had noble families as their most prominent citizens (Mantua and Ferrara, for example), the leading citizens of Florence, the Medici family, made their wealth as business people. In all respects the Medicis had the appearance of nobility. They lived in beautiful homes, employed great artists, and engaged in intellectual pursuits for both business and pleasure.


The Classical Roots of the Renaissance
From http://www.cecilcounty.mdonlinegrants.org/pages/spiffy181.php?unitNum=1&lessonNum=5&pageNum=6
Classical Greece and Rome were both Mediterranean civilizations that thrived based on their political and economic structures. Their stability enabled merchants and artisans to produce and transport products throughout the region, and make contacts through trade routes to the Middle East and Asia. Stability, economic growth, and interactions led to the great accomplishments of these civilizations.
The Renaissance revived the classical focus on human beings and daily life, as well as the debate over scientific and social ideas. Renaissance scholars called this humanism. Many argued this was also the start of a more secular view of the European world. Humanism challenged the scholastic approach to learning by looking at original texts and debating philosophical views.
Literature
Classical Greece and Rome were also known for their accomplishments in philosophy more than one thousand years before the Renaissance of the 14th through 17th centuries. Classical literature was rediscovered, sometimes literally, in university and monastic libraries. 
Weakening of Religion
War between Europeans and with neighboring enemies in the Ottoman Empire created instability that weakened government control over society. This made a break with traditional church-led education possible.
Regional Renaissances
Historians organize the Renaissance according to events in specific regions and states, such as Italy, England and France, Spain, and northern Europe. Italian artists tried to portray the glory of ancient Rome optimistically, while British writers aimed to relive the rise of European monarchs. Renewed attention to the classic language of Latin reflected attempts to awaken the ancient literary accomplishments of Greece and Rome.
The Renaissance was also a shift in the mindset of many Europeans who took advantage of the opportunity to think freely about the world around them and challenge limitations to human ingenuity.
Technology and Architecture
Technological advances in areas such as architecture were also the aim of many Renaissance artists. Roman and Han architecture received renewed attention in the form of columned buildings and paved roads. The grandiose structures once reserved for churches now adorned European cities in the form of libraries and universities.
Han works on mathematics also provided the Renaissance world with a basis for the study of more advanced use of equations and positive and negative numbers. Seen below is a page from "The Nine Chapters on the Mathematical Art", one of the most influential Chinese works in the field of math.
[image: a page from the nine chapters of mathematical art]
Page from The Nine Chapters on the Mathematical Art [3]

Global Influences
Advances in astronomy and mathematics by Muslim scholars in the Middle East also provided a foundation for Renaissance developments. The "Golden Age" of Islamic thought came during the rule of the Abbasid Caliphate of the 8th – 13th centuries, when Muslim scholars also explored humanistic thought in their study of the physical world. This use of rational, observable traits created a foundation for later humanists. Arab scholars also promoted the use of paper to record and transmit ideas in universities, a tool first perfected by Chinese innovators. 
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Arabic Manuscript of Abbasid Era [4]
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